Canadian regulation of contraceptive devices.
Widespread use and technical developments associated with oral contraceptives (OCs), IUDs, techniques involved with abortion, and laparoscopy have resulted in hazards which require governmental control. The objectives and regulatory aspects of contraceptive devices undertaken by the Bureau of Medical Devices is described. The development of quality standards, both voluntary and regulatory, and the importance of postmarket controls for contraceptive devices are recent developments designed to ensure improvement in the health of the Canadian public. New and developing contraceptive device technology may have profound effects on the health and wellbeing of the Canadian public. The challenge of ensuring the safety and efficacy of contraceptive devices must be better met by communication from those patients who are affected. Physician and other allied health professionals who interface with the patient must be sensitive to the concerns of the patients.